FOUNDATIONAL STUDY | SECTION ONE

THE HEALING ACADEMY

THE PARABLES OF JESUS

WHATIS APARABLE!?

Learning to hear the message Jesus intended

A parable must first be understood according to what Jesus intended to communicate before we decide
how that truth applies to us.

The parables of Jesus often begin with ordinary things: a farmer walking into a field, a woman searching her house,
workers waiting in a marketplace, a father watching for a son, or a shepherd counting his sheep. Jesus took scenes His
listeners recognized and placed them alongside spiritual realities they needed to understand.

The New Testament word translated parable comes from the Greek parabole, carrying the basic idea of placing one
thing beside another for comparison.

STUDY DEFINITION

A parable is a story, comparison, or picture drawn from recognizable life that communicates spiritual
and Kingdom truth through comparison.
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WHY JESUS USED PARABLES

More Than a Memorable Story

It is sometimes said that Jesus used parables simply because stories make difficult ideas easier to understand. That is part
of the picture, but Matthew 13 shows us something deeper.

Parables could reveal truth to receptive hearers while also exposing the resistance of those who heard without truly
receiving what Jesus was teaching. The parable was not merely a clever illustration; it often confronted the hearer with a
response.

KEY INSIGHT
A parable does more than communicate information. It can reveal how a person responds to truth.

STUDY THE TEXT

Matthew 13:1-3, 10-17

Read the passage slowly before answering. Begin with Scripture itself before reaching for a commentary or study note.
1. Where was Jesus when He began teaching?

2. Who gathered to hear Him?

3. According to verse 3, how did Jesus teach many things to the people?

4. What question did the disciples ask Jesus in verse 10?

5. What differences do you notice between those who receive Jesus' teaching and those who do not?
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LOOK CLOSER

The Condition of the Hearer Matters

Matthew 13 repeatedly draws attention to hearing. Jesus is concerned with more than sound reaching a person's ears. The
deeper issue is whether the hearer is willing to receive, understand, and respond to truth.

Two people can hear the same biblical teaching and respond very differently. One says, “Lord, teach me.” Another has
already decided what can and cannot be true. The difference is not always intelligence; sometimes it is receptivity.

How we hear matters almost as much as what we hear.

INTERPRETIVE DISCIPLINE

The Central Message Comes First
Once students discover how vivid the parables are, another temptation appears: assigning spiritual meaning to every
object, number, person, or action in the story.

Sometimes a detail is simply part of the story. At other times a detail does carry interpretive significance. The question is
not whether a symbolic connection can be imagined, but whether the text gives us good reason to make it.

INTERPRETIVE RULE

Identify the central truth of the parable first. Give individual details additional meaning only when
Jesus’ explanation, the literary context, or strong biblical evidence supports doing so.

This protects us from two opposite mistakes: making everything symbolic and assuming nothing can ever be symbolic.
Scripture must lead.

IN PLAIN LANGUAGE

A creative interpretation is not automatically a correct interpretation. Ask: Can this conclusion be
demonstrated from the text and its context?
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PRACTICE WITH JESUS’ OWN EXPLANATION

The Wheat and the Tares

Read Matthew 13:36-43. Jesus explains the major elements of the parable Himself. Use only His explanation to complete
the exercise below.

ELEMENT IN THE PARABLE ACCORDING TO JESUS

The one who sows the good seed
The field

The good seed

The tares

The enemy

The harvest

The reapers

6. Why can we be especially confident about the meaning of these particular elements?

THINK LIKE A BIBLE STUDENT

Jesus says, “The field is the world.” (Matthew 13:38). Suppose someone teaches that the field represents the church. Which
interpretation should govern your understanding - the preacher’s symbolism or Jesus’ explanation?

7. Which interpretation should govern your understanding, and why?

When Scripture clearly interprets an image, Scripture’s interpretation governs ours.
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TWO WORDS EVERY BIBLE STUDENT SHOULD KNOW

Exegesis and Eisegesis
EXEGESIS EISEGESIS
Draws meaning out of the biblical text. It asks what the ~ Reads an idea into the biblical text that the text does
passage says, what the context establishes, who was not adequately support. It often begins with the
being addressed, why the statement was made, and conclusion we want and then searches Scripture for
what conclusion the passage itself can support. language that can be made to agree with it.

Exegesis allows Scripture to give us the message. Eisegesis brings our message to Scripture and asks
Scripture to agree with it.

CHECK YOUR UNDERSTANDING

8. In your own words, what is a parable?

9. Before interpreting individual details, what should you identify first?

10. What is the difference between exegesis and eisegesis?

11. Why should Jesus’ own explanation of a parable take priority over a symbolic interpretation proposed by someone
else?

TAKE THIS WITH YOU

The goal of studying a parable is not to discover how many meanings we can create. The goal is to
understand the truth Jesus intended to reveal - and then live faithfully in response to it.

NEXT ¢ CONTEXT BEFORE CONCLUSIONS
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THE HEALING ACADEMY

THE PARABLES OF JESUS

CONTEXT BEFORE CONCLUSIONS

Audience * Occasion * Literary Setting * Historical World

A parable cannot be interpreted responsibly apart from the setting that gave it meaning. Context is not
decoration around the text; it helps govern the interpretation.

Before we ask what a parable means, we need to know where it lives. Jesus did not tell His stories in a vacuum. He spoke
to particular people, in particular situations, within a larger conversation.

A question may have been asked. A complaint may have been raised. The disciples may have misunderstood something.
Religious leaders may have challenged Jesus. The parable often answers that moment.

THE FOUR WINDOWS OF CONTEXT

Build the Setting Before You Build the Interpretation

AUDIENCE OCCASION

Who is Jesus addressing, and what assumptions are they What question, criticism, conflict, or misunderstanding
bringing to the conversation? prompted the parable?

LITERARY SETTING HISTORICAL WORLD

What happens immediately before and after the story, What cultural or historical background is necessary to
and how does it shape the message? hear the parable as the first audience did?

STUDY PRINCIPLE

The farther we move a parable away from its audience, occasion, literary setting, and historical world,
the easier it becomes to make the story say something Jesus never intended.
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AUDIENCE AND OCCASION

The Conversation Before the Story

Many parables are responses. Someone speaks, questions, criticizes, or misunderstands - and Jesus answers with a story.
That means the verses before the parable may contain the key that unlocks the parable.

Consider the Good Samaritan. The story begins only after a lawyer tests Jesus concerning eternal life and then asks,
“And who is my neighbour?” (Luke 10:29). The parable is therefore not a random lesson on kindness. It addresses a man
who is trying to define the limits of his responsibility to love.

KEY INSIGHT
The question before the parable often tells you what problem the parable is solving.

STUDY THE TEXT
Luke 10:25-29

Read the verses that come before the Good Samaritan. Do not read the parable yet. Stay with the conversation that
produced it.

1. Who initiates the conversation with Jesus?
2. What is the lawyer asking Jesus about?
3. According to verse 29, what does the text reveal about the lawyer’s motive?

4. What question finally triggers the parable?

IN PLAIN LANGUAGE

If you ignore the question “Who is my neighbour?” you can easily reduce the Good Samaritan to “Be
nice.” Context shows that Jesus is confronting the boundaries people place around love and mercy.
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KNOW THE AUDIENCE

Who Is Jesus Talking To?

Audience matters because different hearers bring different assumptions into the same story. A parable addressed to
disciples wrestling with reward is not automatically doing the same work as a parable addressed to Pharisees offended by
Jesus receiving sinners.

For example, Luke 15 begins with publicans and sinners drawing near to Jesus while Pharisees and scribes complain,
“This man receiveth sinners, and eateth with them.” The parables of the Lost Sheep, Lost Coin, and Lost Son answer
that complaint. The older brother in the Prodigal Son becomes far more important once we remember who was
listening.

INTERPRETIVE DISCIPLINE

Do not ask only, “Who is in the story?” Ask, “Who is hearing the story, and what does Jesus want those
hearers to confront?”

COMPARE THE SETTINGS

Three Parables - Three Different Starting Points

PARABLE AUDIENCE / OCCASION WHY IT MATTERS
Good Samaritan A lawyer tests Jesus and asks, “Who is my The story confronts limited definitions of
neighbour?” love and mercy.
Laborers in the Vineyard Peter asks what the disciples will receive after ~ The story addresses reward, grace,
leaving all to follow Jesus. comparison, and entitlement.
Prodigal Son Pharisees criticize Jesus for receiving sinners. The story reveals the Father’s joy in
restoration and exposes self-righteous
resentment.

5. What changes when you identify the audience before interpreting the parable?
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LITERARY SETTING

Read the Neighborhood, Not Just the Address

A verse has neighbors. A parable has neighbors too. What comes immediately before and after the story can reveal
repeated words, themes, questions, contrasts, and conclusions that help control interpretation.

The Laborers in the Vineyard is a strong example. Matthew 20 follows Peter’s question in Matthew 19:27: “Behold, we
have forsaken all, and followed thee; what shall we have therefore?” Jesus then speaks about reward and warns that
“many that are first shall be last; and the last shall be first” (Matthew 19:30). The parable follows, and it closes with the
same reversal.

LOOK CLOSER

The repeated “first /last” language forms a literary frame around the parable. That frame helps show that
Jesus is addressing Kingdom reward, grace, rank, and human comparison - not merely workplace wages.

STUDY THE TEXT

Matthew 19:27-30 and Matthew 20:1-16

6. What does Peter ask Jesus in Matthew 19:27?
7. What statement about the “first” and “last” appears before the parable?
8. Where does that same reversal appear again at the end of the parable?

9. How does this literary frame affect the way you understand the story?

Never isolate a parable from the chapter, conversation, or Gospel movement in which it appears. Context
can keep us from building a modern lesson that the biblical passage was never trying to teach.
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THE HISTORICAL WORLD

Background Should Illuminate - Not Control

Jesus taught first-century hearers who understood customs, relationships, occupations, religious groups, and social
tensions that may be unfamiliar to modern readers. Responsible historical background can help us hear the story more
like they did.

For example, Matthew 20 assumes a world of day laborers waiting in the marketplace to be hired. Luke 10 assumes the
strained relationship between Jews and Samaritans - a tension the New Testament itself acknowledges in John 4:9.
Those details make the stories sharper without changing the biblical text.

IMPORTANT CAUTION

Historical background is a servant of interpretation, not its master. Use background to illuminate what
the text is doing - never to create a meaning the text cannot support.

THREE LEVELS OF BACKGROUND

Know How Much Weight a Detail Can Carry

LEVEL OF BACKGROUND HOW TO USE IT

TEXT-STATED The passage itself gives the information. This carries the
greatest interpretive weight.

BIBLICALLY CONFIRMED Other Scriptures clarify the people, practice, relationship,
or setting.
HISTORICALLY SUPPORTED Reliable background may illuminate the scene, but it must

remain subordinate to the biblical text.

A beginning student does not need every fact scholars know about first-century life. The goal is to identify the
background that materially affects meaning. If a cultural detail does not help explain the audience, conflict, image, or
central message, it may be interesting without being necessary.

IN PLAIN LANGUAGE

Do not collect background facts just to sound scholarly. Use the information that helps you understand
the passage more accurately.
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CONTEXT LAB

The Great Supper: Build the Setting Before You Interpret

Now practice the method before studying the parable itself. Read Luke 14:1, 7-15, and then Luke 14:15-24. Pay attention
to the setting and conversation surrounding the Great Supper.

10. Where is Jesus, and whose house is He in?

1. What kinds of attitudes or behaviors has Jesus already confronted during the meal?

12. What statement in Luke 14:15 immediately precedes the parable?

13. What assumption about participation in God’s Kingdom may be reflected in that statement?
P P P g y

BUILD YOUR CONTEXT MAP

CONTEXT WINDOW YOUR OBSERVATION

AUDIENCE
OCCASION
LITERARY SETTING

HISTORICAL WORLD

TAKE THIS WITH YOU

Before asking what a parable means, identify who heard it, why Jesus told it, where it sits in the Gospel,
and what background is necessary to hear the story responsibly. Context does not answer every question -
but it keeps us from asking the wrong ones.

NEXT ¢ FIND THE TENSION
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THE HEALING ACADEMY

THE PARABLES OF JESUS

FIND THE TENSION

Surprise * Conflict * Reversal * Kingdom Truth

The tension in a parable often exposes a human assumption. Follow that tension carefully, because the
place where the story becomes uncomfortable is frequently where Jesus begins revealing Kingdom truth.

Parables are not flat stories. They move. Someone expects one thing and receives another. A respected person fails. An
outsider becomes the example. A generous master offends workers who believe they deserve more. Invited guests refuse a
feast while unexpected people fill the house.

These moments are not accidental. They create interpretive pressure. They force the hearer to ask why the story feels
surprising, unfair, offensive, or upside down.

FOUR SIGNALS TO WATCH

Where the Story Starts to Push Back

SURPRISE CONFLICT

What happens that the original hearers would not have Who objects, complains, resists, or misunderstands - and
expected? why?

REVERSAL CORRECTION

Where does Jesus overturn ordinary expectations about What human assumption is Jesus exposing or replacing
status, reward, mercy, or belonging? with Kingdom truth?

STUDY PRINCIPLE
Do not rush past the uncomfortable part of a parable. The tension may be the doorway into the message.
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SEE THE PATTERN

Different Stories - Similar Interpretive Work

The central tension will not look the same in every parable. Sometimes it appears as a complaint. Sometimes it is a social
reversal. Sometimes the shock is who receives grace. Sometimes the tension is created by a question Jesus refuses to
answer on the hearer’s terms.

PARABLE CENTRAL TENSION KINGDOM DIRECTION

Laborers Those who worked all day expect more than Grace exposes entitlement and comparison.
those hired last.

Good Samaritan Expected religious examples pass by; the Kingdom love crosses boundaries and
despised outsider shows mercy. becomes neighbor.

Great Supper The invited refuse; unexpected outsiders Privilege without response does not secure
gladly come. participation.

Prodigal Son The father celebrates the returning son; the Restoration reveals the Father and exposes
older son resents grace. self-righteousness.

LOOK CLOSER

The tension is not automatically the final meaning. It is the point of pressure that helps you discover
what assumption Jesus is exposing and what Kingdom truth He is placing in its place.

ASK BETTER QUESTIONS

When a Parable Feels Strange, Slow Down

A beginning student may be tempted to smooth over a difficult moment because it does not fit modern expectations.
Resist that urge. Ask why Jesus told the story that way.

1. What part of the parable would have surprised, offended, or unsettled the original hearers?
2. Who reacts to the tension in the story - and what does that reaction reveal?

3. What assumption about God, people, reward, righteousness, mercy, or belonging is being challenged?
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TENSION LAB

The Laborers in the Vineyard

Read Matthew 19:27-30 and Matthew 20:1-16. Remember the literary setting you studied in Section Two: Peter has asked

what the disciples will receive after leaving all to follow Jesus, and Jesus has already warned that “many that are first
shall be last; and the last shall be first.”

Now notice the pressure point in the parable. Those who worked through the heat of the day watch the eleventh-hour
workers receive a full day's wage. They immediately assume they will receive more. When they do not, they complain -
even though the landowner has paid exactly what he promised.

THE TENSION
Justice has not been violated, but human comparison makes generosity feel unfair.

4. What do the first workers expect after seeing what the last workers receive?

5. According to Matthew 20:13-15, how does the householder answer the complaint?
6. Were the first workers actually treated unjustly? Explain from the text.
7. What does their complaint reveal about comparison and entitlement?

MAP THE TENSION

TENSION MAP YOUR OBSERVATION

WHAT FEELS UNFAIR / SURPRISING?
WHO REACTS - AND HOW?
WHAT ASSUMPTION IS EXPOSED?

WHAT KINGDOM TRUTH CORRECTS IT?
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ANOTHER KIND OF REVERSAL

The Good Samaritan

Read Luke 10:30-37. The lawyer wants to know who qualifies as his neighbor. Jesus answers with a story in which the
expected religious figures see the wounded man and pass by, while a Samaritan becomes the one who shows mercy.

The reversal matters. The question is no longer simply, “Which people belong inside the category of neighbor?” Jesus
moves the hearer toward a different posture: become the kind of person who acts as a neighbor when mercy is needed.

KEY INSIGHT

The surprising character is not included merely for dramatic effect. The reversal exposes how easily
religious identity can exist without Kingdom compassion.

8. Which characters would the hearer most naturally expect to model righteousness?
9. Who actually becomes the example of mercy?

10. How does Jesus change the direction of the lawyer’s original question in verses 36-37?

IN PLAIN LANGUAGE

b2

Do not ask only, “Who deserves my love?” The parable presses a deeper question: “Am I becoming a
person whose love moves toward the wounded?”

FROM TENSION TO TRUTH

Turn the Pressure Point Into a Defensible Principle

NAME THE TENSION

State what in the story creates surprise, conflict,
discomfort, or reversal.

IDENTIFY THE ASSUMPTION

Ask what the hearers expected to be true and why that
expectation matters.

TRACE JESUS' CORRECTION

Notice how the story, final statement, or reversal
challenges that assumption.

STATE THE KINGDOM PRINCIPLE

Summarize the truth about God, His Kingdom, or
faithful response in one defensible sentence.
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YOUR TURN

The Great Supper

Read Luke 14:15-24. You have already studied its context: Jesus is at a Pharisee’s table, has confronted pride and
exclusion, and then hears a confident statement about eating bread in the Kingdom of God. Now trace the tension
inside the parable itself.

1. Who receives the original invitation?
12. What do the invited guests do when the supper is ready?

13. Who is then brought into the house?
14. What reversal takes place between those expected to participate and those who actually respond?
15. In one sentence, what assumption does Jesus appear to confront through this reversal?

WRITE THE KINGDOM PRINCIPLE

Using the four-step process from this section, write one sentence that states the central Kingdom truth of the Great Supper
without turning the application into the interpretation.

TAKE THIS WITH YOU

When a parable surprises you, do not rush to make the tension disappear. Ask what assumption is being
exposed, how Jesus corrects it, and what truth about God and His Kingdom emerges from the reversal.

NEXT ¢ STATE THE KINGDOM PRINCIPLE
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THE HEALING ACADEMY

THE PARABLES OF JESUS

STATE THE KINGDOM PRINCIPLE

Context * Tension * Truth * Transfer

A Kingdom principle is a concise, text-grounded statement of the enduring truth Jesus reveals through
the parable. It grows from context and tension, and it is stated before we move to modern application.

In Section Three, you learned to follow the pressure point of a parable. You identified surprise, conflict, reversal, and the
human assumption Jesus was exposing. Now the interpretive work becomes more precise: you must state the truth that
replaces that assumption.

A Kingdom principle is not a sermon slogan, a motivational sentence, or a personal resolution. It is the theological
bridge between what Jesus meant in the original setting and how that truth can faithfully shape believers today.

A STRONG PRINCIPLE IS

Faithful, Central, Enduring, Traceable

FAITHFUL CENTRAL

It fits the audience, occasion, and literary context of the It captures the main correction or revelation rather than a
parable. side detail.

ENDURING TRACEABLE

It states a truth that remains valid beyond the first- A careful reader can point back to the text and show
century setting without erasing that setting. where the principle came from.

STUDY PRINCIPLE
If you cannot show where your principle comes from in the parable, you are probably applying too soon.
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KEEP THE LEVELS CLEAR

Meaning, Principle, and Application Are Related - But Not
Identical

One of the most important habits in responsible Bible study is learning to separate three levels of thought. They belong
together, but they should not be collapsed into one sentence.

LEVEL QUESTION THE GREAT SUPPER - MODEL

CONTEXTUAL MEANING What was Jesus confronting in the original Jesus confronts religious hearers who presume
setting? Kingdom participation while resisting God's
invitation.
KINGDOM PRINCIPLE What enduring truth does the parable establish? ~ Religious privilege does not guarantee

participation in God's Kingdom; His invitation
must be received and answered.

MODERN APPLICATION How should that truth shape a believer today? Do not rely on church background, knowledge,
or religious identity while ignoring Christ's
call.

THE ORDER MATTERS

First determine what Jesus meant in context. Then state the enduring Kingdom principle. Only after
that should you ask how the truth confronts or guides life today.

WHY THIS MATTERS

Do Not Let Application Rewrite Interpretation

A modern application may be powerful, timely, and pastorally useful, but it does not become the original meaning
simply because it helps someone. The text controls the principle; the principle governs the application.

Contextual meaning keeps us rooted in what Jesus was actually addressing. Kingdom principle states the enduring truth.

Application asks what faithful response looks like now.

IN PLAIN LANGUAGE

The meaning tells you what Jesus was saying. The principle tells you what is true. The application tells
you what to do because that truth is true.

THE HEALING ACADEMY e« THE PARABLES OF JESUS



FOUNDATIONAL STUDY | SECTION FOUR

TEST THE SENTENCE

Four Tests for a Defensible Kingdom Principle

Before you write a principle into your notes, teach it to a class, or build an application from it, test the sentence. A good
principle should survive all four questions below.

1 CONTEXT TEST Does the sentence fit the audience, occasion, and problem
that produced the parable?

2 TEXT TEST Can you support the sentence from the story's movement,
wording, ending, or Jesus' own explanation?

3 KINGDOM TEST Does the sentence state truth about God, His Kingdom, or
faithful response rather than merely giving advice?

4 SCRIPTURE TEST Is the principle consistent with the wider teaching of
Scripture?

AVOID THE SLOGAN TRAP

A True Statement Can Still Be Too Shallow

Some applications are not wrong; they are simply too small to carry the weight of the parable. Compare the following
examples. Notice how the stronger statement stays closer to the Kingdom truth revealed by the story.

PARABLE TOO SHALLOW TEXT-GROUNDED PRINCIPLE

Laborers “Do not be jealous.” God's Kingdom operates by grace and divine
generosity rather than human comparison or
seniority.

Good Samaritan “Be nice to everyone.” Kingdom righteousness expresses itself in active
mercy that crosses social and religious
boundaries.

Great Supper “Do not make excuses.” Kingdom invitation must be received; privilege

without response does not secure participation.

LOOK CLOSER

A good Kingdom principle is broad enough to travel beyond the original setting, but specific enough
that you can still trace it back to the text.
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RETURN TO YOUR WORK

Refine the Principle You Wrote for the Great Supper

At the end of Section Three, you wrote a one-sentence Kingdom principle for Luke 14:15-24. Do not discard your first
attempt. Good interpretation often improves through revision. Read your sentence again, then test it carefully.

It addresses the central tension or correction.

It states truth before telling the reader what to do.

It avoids speculative symbolism or unsupported details.

— A careful reader could trace it back to the biblical text.

16. What part of your original sentence is strongest and most clearly supported by Luke 14:15-24?

17. Did you move into modern application too quickly anywhere? If so, identify the phrase.

REWRITE THE PRINCIPLE
Now rewrite your sentence. State the enduring Kingdom truth in a way that remains faithful to Jesus' original setting
and central correction.

IN PLAIN LANGUAGE

Do not ask, “How can I make this preach?” Ask, “What truth can I responsibly prove from this text
Strong preaching can grow from that foundation.

37
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PRACTICE LAB

The Wheat and the Tares

Read Matthew 13:24-30 and 36-43. This is especially useful practice because Jesus explains the major symbols Himself.
Your task is not to invent the meaning; it is to observe how the explanation leads to an enduring Kingdom principle.

18. What problem do the servants want to solve immediately?
19. According to Jesus' explanation, who determines the timing of the final separation?
20. Who performs the final separation?

21. What human assumption about immediate judgment does the parable correct?

STATE THE KINGDOM PRINCIPLE
Werite one sentence that states the enduring truth of the parable without turning it into a personal application.

TAKE THIS WITH YOU

A Kingdom principle should be strong enough to govern application, but restrained enough to remain
accountable to the text. Meaning first. Principle second. Application next.

NEXT e APPLY WITHOUT DISTORTING
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APPLY WITHOUT DISTORTING

Meaning * Principle * Response

Faithful application does not create a new meaning for the parable. It responds to the meaning Jesus
intended and carries its enduring Kingdom truth into life today.

Application is where Bible study becomes personal, but it is also where interpretation is most easily distorted. Once a
passage touches our emotions, experiences, relationships, or current circumstances, we may be tempted to make the text
speak directly to our situation before we have finished listening to what Jesus actually said.

The goal is not to avoid personal application. The goal is to make sure our response is governed by the truth of the text
rather than using the text to validate a conclusion we already wanted.

MEANING
What did Jesus communicate in the original setting?

PRINCIPLE

What enduring Kingdom truth grows from that
meaning?

APPLICATION

What faithful response should that truth produce in us
today?

STUDY PRINCIPLE

Meaning controls principle. Principle governs application. Application must never be allowed to rewrite
meaning.
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What Makes an Application Faithful?

A good application should be practical enough to live and disciplined enough to remain accountable to Scripture.
Before turning a parable into a personal challenge, test your application against four guardrails.

TEXT-BOUND

The application must grow from what the parable actually
teaches, not from a detail we have made symbolic.

SCRIPTURE-CONSISTENT

A proposed application must agree with the wider teaching
of Scripture and the character of God revealed there.

APPLICATION CAN TOUCH MORE THAN BEHAVIOR

PROPORTIONATE

Do not make a side observation carry more weight than the
central message of the parable.

SPECIFIC ENOUGH TO LIVE

A faithful application should move beyond vague inspiration
and identify a real response in belief, character, relationship,
or action.

Ask What the Truth Is Forming in You

Some studies reduce application to a task: “What will I do this week?” Behavior matters, but biblical truth also reshapes
belief, motives, relationships, worship, and character. A mature application asks where the Kingdom truth is pressing

on the whole life.

BELIEF

RELATIONSHIPS

PRACTICE

WORSHIP & OBEDIENCE

IN PLAIN LANGUAGE

What truth about God, His Kingdom, grace, judgment,
mercy, or discipleship must I believe more accurately?

What attitude, motive, fear, pride, resentment, or assumption
does this truth expose?

How should this truth change the way I treat, forgive, serve,
welcome, or respond to others?

What concrete behavior should begin, stop, or change
because of this truth?

What response of trust, repentance, gratitude, surrender, or
faithfulness does this truth call for?

Application is not merely “What should I do?” It is also “What should I believe, desire, reject, confess,

trust, and become because this is true?”
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TRANSFER CAREFULLY

Not Every Truth Moves to Today in the Same Way

The original setting of a parable may be first-century Jewish life, but its Kingdom truth can still speak powerfully today.
The key is to know what kind of transfer you are making.

TYPE WHAT IT MEANS HOW TO HANDLE IT

DIRECT The instruction or truth transfers with little State it plainly, while still respecting the
change. original context.

PRINCIPLE The first-century situation differs, but an State the principle first, then show a modern
enduring Kingdom truth clearly carries expression of that truth.
forward.

ILLUSTRATIVE A detail can be used devotionally or Label it as illustration or pastoral reflection -
homiletically, but the text does not establish it never as exegesis.

as the original meaning.

IMPORTANT CAUTION

A pastoral illustration may be spiritually helpful without being the original meaning of the text. The
problem is not using illustration; the problem is labeling illustration as exegesis.

MODEL THE METHOD

The Good Samaritan

Luke 10:25-37 gives us a helpful model because the parable arises from a specific question: “Who is my neighbour?” The
lawyer is trying to define the boundary of his obligation to love. Jesus answers by shifting the issue from identifying
who qualifies as neighbor to becoming a neighbor through mercy.

CONTEXTUAL MEANING Jesus answers a lawyer who is trying to define the limits of
neighbor-love and exposes the gap between knowing the Law
and embodying mercy.

KINGDOM PRINCIPLE Kingdom righteousness expresses itself in active mercy that
crosses social, religious, and ethnic boundaries.

FAITHFUL APPLICATION A disciple should move toward the wounded person in front
of them with costly mercy, even when social boundaries,
inconvenience, or prejudice make withdrawal easier.

DO NOT CLAIM The road, oil, wine, inn, donkey, or payment each has a fixed
hidden meaning unless the text or strong biblical evidence
establishes it.

THE HEALING ACADEMY e« THE PARABLES OF JESUS



FOUNDATIONAL STUDY | SECTION FIVE

PRACTICE LAB

The Laborers in the Vineyard

Read Matthew 20:1-16 again. Use the work you have already done in Sections Three and Four. Your task now is to move
from a text-grounded Kingdom principle into faithful present-day application without changing what the parable
means.

22. What enduring Kingdom principle did you identify for this parable?
23. Which attitude or assumption in a believer today could that principle expose?
24. Write one application that addresses the heart or belief of the believer before addressing behavior.

25. Write one concrete behavioral or relational response that grows naturally from the same principle.
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TEST YOUR APPLICATION

Can You Explain the Difference?

Before you teach or live out an application, make sure you can clearly distinguish what the parable means from what
you are doing with that meaning. This habit protects both the integrity of Scripture and the credibility of your
teaching.

My application grows from the Kingdom principle, not from
an invented symbol.

It does not erase or contradict the original meaning.

It is consistent with the wider teaching of Scripture.

It identifies a response that is specific enough to practice.

I can explain the difference between what the text means and
how I am applying it.

26. Write one sentence stating what the Laborers in the Vineyard means in its original context.

27. Write one sentence stating the enduring Kingdom principle.

28. Write one sentence stating your present-day application.

TAKE THIS WITH YOU

A faithful application should feel personal without becoming private interpretation. The text belongs to
God before it belongs to our circumstances. Let Jesus establish the truth; then let that truth search,
correct, and shape your life.

NEXT ¢ A REPEATABLE METHOD FOR STUDYING ANY PARABLE
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A REPEATABLE METHOD FOR STUDYING
ANY PARABLE

Observe * Understand °* Interpret * Connect * Apply

A dependable study method does not replace prayer, spiritual sensitivity, or the work of the Holy Spirit. It
disciplines our reading so that insight remains accountable to the text.

By this point, you have learned the major interpretive skills separately. Now we will bring them together into one
repeatable process you can use whenever you encounter a parable - whether you are studying privately, preparing to
teach, or evaluating something you have heard preached.

The method is intentionally simple enough for a beginning student to remember, yet strong enough to support deeper
study as your knowledge grows. The five movements introduced at the beginning of this course now become your
working study pattern.

Read slowly. Notice words, people,
OBSERVE actions, contrasts, repetitions, questions,
and the way the story ends.

Identify the audience, occasion, literary
UNDERSTAND setting, and only the historical-cultural
background that truly clarifies the text.

Find the central tension, state the main
INTERPRET message, test important details, and
express the enduring Kingdom principle.

Compare Jesus' own explanations, parallel

CONNECT Gospel accounts, and supporting
Scriptures that genuinely clarify the same
truth.

Move from contextual meaning to

APPLY Kingdom principle to a faithful response
in belief, character, relationships,
worship, or action.

STUDY PRINCIPLE

A good method should slow you down before it speeds you toward a conclusion. Read first. Understand
next. Interpret carefully. Connect responsibly. Apply faithfully.
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MOVEMENT ONE

Observe Before You Explain

Begin with the passage itself. Read the whole parable more than once, and include enough surrounding verses to
understand how the story enters and exits the larger conversation. On the first reading, resist the urge to explain. Your
task is to notice.

PEOPLE Who speaks, listens, acts, resists, receives, complains, or
changes?

What terms, phrases, questions, or commands carry unusual
weight?

MOVEMENT Where does the story turn? What changes from beginning to
end?
CONTRASTS What people, attitudes, outcomes, or responses are set against

one another?

SURPRISE What would have startled, offended, or corrected the original
hearer?

What final statement, question, judgment, invitation, or
reversal receives the emphasis?

GOOD STUDY HABIT

Before opening a commentary, write down what you can see in the biblical text for yourself. Good
resources are valuable, but observation should not be outsourced.

29. Choose one parable you know well. Before consulting any outside resource, write two details in the text you
have previously overlooked or underemphasized.

IN PLAIN LANGUAGE

Do not begin by asking, “What does this mean?” Begin by asking, “What is actually here?” Careful
interpretation grows from careful observation.

THE HEALING ACADEMY e« THE PARABLES OF JESUS



FOUNDATIONAL STUDY | SECTION SIX

MOVEMENT TWO

Understand the World Around the Story

A parable lives inside a conversation, a Gospel, and a first-century world. Context keeps us from turning a story Jesus
told for one reason into a message about something else entirely. Ask four questions before drawing conclusions.

AUDIENCE Who is Jesus addressing, and what assumptions or needs do
they bring to the conversation?

OCCASION What question, criticism, conflict, misunderstanding, or
teaching moment prompted the parable?

LITERARY SETTING What happens before and after the parable, and how does that
surrounding material guide interpretation?

HISTORICAL WORLD Which cultural, social, religious, economic, or geographic
facts are truly necessary to hear the story as the first audience
heard it?

RESEARCH DISCIPLINE

Use historical background to illuminate the passage, not to overpower it. Distinguish what the biblical
text states, what reliable historical evidence supports, and what later preaching tradition merely repeats.

30. Why can a true historical fact still become unhelpful if it distracts from the central issue Jesus is addressing?

At this stage, you are not collecting interesting facts for their own sake. You are gathering only the background that
helps you hear the parable more nearly as the original audience heard it.
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Interpretation is where observation and context come together. Your goal is to state what Jesus intended to
communicate - not merely what the story reminds you of. Work through four moves in order.

THE ONE-SENTENCE TEST

TEST THE DETAILS

FIND THE TENSION

STATE THE MESSAGE

STATE THE PRINCIPLE

Identify the pressure point: surprise,
conflict, reversal, exposure, correction, or
judgment.

In one or two sentences, explain what
Jesus is communicating in this specific
setting.

Ask which details are essential, which are
incidental, and which Jesus or Scripture
actually interprets.

Express the enduring Kingdom truth

without turning it into a modern
application too soon.

If you cannot state the central message of the parable in one or two clear sentences, you may still be
collecting observations rather than interpreting the text.

MOVEMENT FOUR

Connect Scripture Responsibly

Cross-references are strongest when they clarify a truth already present in the passage. They are weakest when they are
used to import an unrelated idea into the parable.

JESUS' EXPLANATION

PARALLEL ACCOUNTS

IMMEDIATE BIBLICAL CONTEXT

WIDER SCRIPTURE

THE HEALING ACADEMY

If Jesus explains the parable or its imagery, His explanation

governs ours.

Compare Matthew, Mark, and Luke when the same parable
appears in more than one Gospel. Note both shared emphasis and

purposeful differences.

Use nearby passages that address the same question, conflict, or

Kingdom theme.

Confirm that your conclusion agrees with clear biblical teaching
elsewhere. Cross-references should clarify the text, not rescue an
interpretation the text itself cannot support.
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MOVEMENT FIVE

Apply What the Text Has Established

Only after meaning and principle are clear should you ask how the truth should shape life today. Keep the order you
learned in Section Five: contextual meaning, enduring Kingdom principle, faithful application.

Before teaching or applying a parable, ask: Can I show where my conclusion comes from in the text? Can

I explain the context that supports it? Can I distinguish the original meaning from my present-day
application?

YOUR REUSABLE STUDY MAP

One Page You Can Use Again and Again

Use this map whenever you begin a new parable. In the final section of this foundational study, you will use the same
framework to complete a guided interpretation from beginning to end.

PASSAGE
AUDIENCE & OCCASION
LITERARY / HISTORICAL CONTEXT

CENTRAL TENSION

CONTEXTUAL MEANING

KINGDOM PRINCIPLE

KEY SCRIPTURE CONNECTIONS

FAITHFUL APPLICATION

TAKE THIS WITH YOU

The goal is not to become dependent on a worksheet. The goal is to develop disciplined habits until these
questions begin to guide the way you naturally read Scripture.

NEXT ¢ FINAL PRACTICE & REVIEW

THE HEALING ACADEMY e« THE PARABLES OF JESUS



FOUNDATIONAL STUDY | FINAL PRACTICE

THE HEALING ACADEMY

THE PARABLES OF JESUS

FINAL PRACTICE & REVIEW

Put the Whole Method to Work

A study method becomes a study skill only when you can use it for yourself. This final practice asks you to
move through the entire process without being handed the conclusion first.

For your capstone exercise, you will work with The Parable of the Great Supper in Luke 14:15-24. You have already
learned how to observe, understand, interpret, connect, and apply. Now you will bring those movements together in
one complete study.

Do not rush to the notes from this course. Read the biblical passage first. Work through the questions honestly. The
goal is not to reproduce somebody else’s wording; it is to demonstrate that you can reach a responsible conclusion from
the text and its context.

CAPSTONE PASSAGE
Luke 14:15-24 (KJV) | The Parable of the Great Supper

BEFORE YOU BEGIN

Read More Than the Parable

Read Luke 14:1-24 so that you hear the parable inside the larger dinner conversation. Pay special attention to what Jesus
says about pride, hospitality, social status, and the statement in verse 15 that immediately precedes the parable.

31. In one sentence, what happens in the parable from beginning to end?

32. What repeated actions, responses, or contrasts stand out as you read?

STUDY DISCIPLINE
At this stage, do not explain the symbols. Simply record what the text actually places in front of you.
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MOVEMENT ONE

Observe the Story Carefully

The details below are designed to slow your reading down. Notice the sequence of invitation, refusal, response,
expanded invitation, and final warning.

33. Who are the major people or groups in the story, and what does each one do?
34. What reasons do the originally invited guests give for refusing to come?

35. What does the master do after hearing their excuses?

36. What words or phrases seem to carry the emotional or theological weight of the story?

OBSERVATION CHECK
You should be able to describe the story accurately before you attempt to explain what it means.
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MOVEMENT TWO

Understand the Setting

Now move beyond the story itself. The parable appears during a meal at a Pharisee’s house. The surrounding
conversation matters because Jesus is confronting assumptions about status, righteousness, hospitality, and who belongs

at God's table.

37. What does Luke 14:15 reveal about the assumption or expectation that prompts Jesus to tell this parable?

38. How do Luke 14:7-14 prepare the reader for the reversal that follows in the Great Supper?

HISTORICAL CONTEXT

In the ancient banquet world, invitations carried social weight. Refusing when the meal was ready could
communicate rejection of the host, not merely a scheduling conflict. Use background like this only
when it clarifies the text rather than replacing it.

39. How does that banquet background sharpen the force of the invited guests’ excuses?

40. What assumption about religious privilege or belonging appears to be challenged by the parable?
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MOVEMENT THREE

Interpret the Message

Now identify the pressure point of the story. The central question is not simply whether excuses are bad. Ask what Jesus
is exposing through the refusal of the first guests and the surprising inclusion of others.

41. Where is the central tension or reversal in this parable?
42. What do the excuses reveal about the priorities of the originally invited guests?

43. Why is the master’s decision to invite the poor, maimed, halt, blind, and then those from the highways and
hedges significant within the story?

44. State the contextual meaning of the parable in one or two sentences. What was Jesus communicating in this
setting?

DO NOT RUSH

Your contextual meaning should explain the original setting before it speaks about your life today. If
your answer begins with “This means I should...,” you have moved to application too soon.

45. Now state the enduring Kingdom principle in one sentence.
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MOVEMENT FOUR

Connect Scripture Responsibly

A good cross-reference should clarify or confirm a truth already present in the parable. Read the following passages and
record what each one contributes without forcing them to say more than they do.

ISAIAH 55:1-3 What does this invitation reveal about the generosity and
openness of God's call?

MATTHEW 22:1-14 What similarities and differences help clarify the banquet
imagery and the seriousness of response?

ROMANS 10:21 How does this passage help illuminate the theme of invitation
resisted?

46. Which of these passages most directly strengthens your interpretation of Luke 14, and why?

CONNECTION CHECK

Do not use another verse to create a meaning Luke 14 cannot support on its own. Let cross-references
confirm, sharpen, or broaden a truth already grounded in the passage.
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MOVEMENT FIVE

Apply Without Distorting

You are now ready to move from what Jesus meant in that setting to what the same Kingdom truth requires of believers
today. Keep interpretation and application connected, but do not confuse them.

47. What modern priorities can function like legitimate-sounding excuses that crowd out responsiveness to God?

48. How does this parable challenge spiritual entitlement or the assumption that religious familiarity
automatically equals faithful response?

49. Write one application that addresses the heart before behavior.

so. Write one concrete action that grows naturally from the principle you identified.

Where might God be inviting you to respond more fully - and what excuse are you most tempted to use?
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FINAL REVIEW

Can You Use the Method Without the Workbook?

You have now moved through the complete study process. Use this final checklist to evaluate your work. A responsible
interpretation should be explainable, text-based, context-aware, and spiritually fruitful without depending on
imaginative additions.

OBSERVE [J Ican describe what the passage says before explaining what it
means.

UNDERSTAND [0 Ican identify the audience, occasion, literary setting, and
relevant historical background.

INTERPRET [ Ican state the central tension, contextual meaning, and
enduring Kingdom principle.

CONNECT [J Ican explain why my cross-references actually clarify the
same truth.

APPLY [0 Ican distinguish the original meaning from the faithful
response it calls for today.

FOUNDATIONAL STUDY COMPLETE

You are not expected to know everything about parables. You are expected to know how to slow down,
ask responsible questions, and keep your conclusions accountable to Scripture. That is the beginning of
mature Bible study.

The next step is practice. In the lessons that follow, you will use this method with individual parables of Jesus. Some
passages will confirm what you already know. Others may challenge interpretations you have heard for years. In every
case, the goal remains the same: hear Jesus faithfully, understand His Kingdom clearly, and respond obediently.

Study carefully. Understand faithfully. Live truthfully.

NEXT STUDY ¢ THE WHEAT AND THE TARES
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